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FINDING A BALANCE:
A Study Of Historic Mansfield Hollow And The Thames River Basin Flood
Control Project

A Note to Teachers

This educational kit, prepared by the Mansfield Historical Society, provides information
about the construction and impact of the Mansfield Hollow Dam, built in 1949-52 as part of the
Thames River Basin Flood Control Project. A videotape produced by students at the Mansfield
Middle School is also included. It highlights the history of the flood control project and the
political conflict that it engendered.

The Mansfield Hollow Dam project stirred great controversy in the 1940s. By providing
flood protection, the proposed dam promised to be of great benefit to the region as a whole, but it
required an enormous sacrifice from the towns of Mansfield, North Windham and Chaplin in
terms of loss of property and local control. Compromises had to be made to find a balance
between regional needs and local concerns.  Minimizing property loss and the preservation of an
important historic area were among the issues that needed 1o be addressed. Today the dam
stands as an example of successful resource management. The Thames River Basin area has
enjoyed economic growth in arcas formerly devastated by flooding (i.e.: from Willimantic to
MNorwich) and Mansfield has in turn gained an important recreation area with opportunities for
hiking, boating, fishing and other outdoor activities.

Teachers may find the information included in this kit useful in the discussion of natural
resource management. The controversy over the construction of the dam also provides significant
lessons in the political process and the issue of individual rights vs. the common good. The
construction of dams, reservoirs, highways and other large public projects require the acquisition
of private property. They are built to benefit the general public, but, of necessity, some
individuals will suffer personal loss. It is hoped that the information in this kit will prompt a
lively discussion of this issue which can be in turn related to other local projects such as the
controversy over the redesign of Route 6.

Arrangements may be made through the Mansfield Historical Society (860) 429-6575 o
tour the dam site, the historic Kirby Mill and the village of Mansfield Hollow. Members of the
Army Corps of Engineers will provide tours of the inside of the dam and will explain its
operations. The stone mill, recently purchased by Windham Automated Machines, Inc., is
currently undergoing renovations. When the work is finished, students will be able to visit an
exhibit about the history of the mill, prepared by the historical society, which will be on
permanent display in its lobby, If desired, students can also stroll through the historic village of
Mansficld Hollow with its gracious late 18th and early 19th century homes -- a fine example of
an early mill village. Brochures outlining a self-guided tour of the village are enclosed. Classes
are welcome to picnic at the adjacent Mansfield Hollow State Park.




SUGGESTED CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
AND
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSTION

1. Map Activity (Using a Connecticut state map and U.5. Army Corps of Engineers map of
Thames River Basin Flood Control Project)
a) What 15 a river basin?
b) What are the major rivers in the Thames River Basin?
¢) What rivers in your community are part of the Thames River system?

2. Discussion - What is the purpose of the 1.5, Army Corps of Engineers? Why is its work
imporiant?

The LS. Army Corps of Engineers traces its roots back to the Revolutionary War when
the Massachusetts Provincial Congress appointed Richard Gridley o the rank of Colonel
arnd Chief Engineer of the troops. He oversaw construction af earthwork fortifications to
protect American soldfers from British cannon fire in the Bartle of Bunker Hill. In 1802,
Congress established a separate Corps of Engineers within the Army. In following years,
the Corps ' role was expanded from solely military construction to include civil work
Today the Corps of Engineers performs work in three broad areas: military construction,
reimbursable support to other federal agencies (such as the Environmental Protection
Agency's "Superfund” program), and Civil Works which includes navigation, flood
control and environmental restoration. The Army Corps of Engineers tackles problems
that affect large areas and are foo complex and expensive to be handled by states or local
communities. Ity work is funded by federal tax moneys

3. Discussion - The Thames River Basin Flood Control Project (use enclosed map)
a) What led to the development of the Thames River Basin Flood Control Project?
by Describe the project. What was its purpose?
¢) How does the project impact your community?
d) The Mansfield Hollow Dam was built for flood control. What are some of the other
reasons that dams are built? (ie.. power gemeration, water supply, recreation)

4, Teamwork and Role Playing Activity - Divide class into two teams, one in favor of the
construction of the Mansfield Hollow Dam and the other against it.

a) Using the newspaper articles, letters and information enclosed in the kit, have each
team develop a list of arguments to express their viewpoint.

b) Hold a mock hearing. Have each team present their viewpoints, The students may
invent fictional characters to act as witnesses. They can describe how they have
personally suffered from floods or how they will be adversely or positively affected by
the dam’'s construction.

5. Discussion - Political activism
a) What techniques did each community use to either promote or fight the construction
of the dam? (i.e.: Seeking support and influence of local and state politicians, letter-
wriling campaigns, newspaper editorials, special town meetings, eic.)
b) What did individuals do to either promote or fight the dam’s construction? {i.e.. form
political activist groups [more power in numbers ], wrile letters to newspaper editors



and politicians, sign petitions, testify ar hearings, eic.)
¢) How effective were these techniques?

6. Creative Writing Projects

a) Take the role of a person living during the time of the dam’s construction. Write
about your expenence in the flood following the 1938 hurricane and why you are in
favor of the Thames River Basin Flood Control Project. Or alternatively, write about
the prospect of losing your home to the Mansfield Hollow dam projeet and vour
feelings about it

b) Write a letter to Governor Raymond Baldwin or a letter to the editor of a local paper.
Either promote or protest the construction of the Mansfield Hollow Dam,

7. Discussion - The construction of dams, reservoirs, highways and other large public projects
require the acquisition of privale property, They are built to benefit the general public, but, of
necessity, some individuals will suffer personal loss. Compromises need to be made between
regional needs and local and personal concerns. Environmental impact also needs to be
considered. '

a) Which do you think is more important -- the needs of the general public or local and
personal concerns? Why?

b} When the Manshield Hollow Dam was built, how were people compensated for the

loss of their personal property?

¢) Why was it especially difficult for people to lose their homes during this time period?
(Fost-war housing shortage)

d} What compromises were made in the Thames River Basin Flood Control Project?
(ie.: Dam was redesigned fo reduce property loss; proposed dam in South Coventry
was dropped from praject [it would have also required land in Mansfield], Army

Corps of Engincers gave flowage easements to some property owners that allowed
them to retain their property)

8. Relate themes to other local projects and current events (use materials in appendix)
a) "Highway Anxieties” (Hartford Courant, Nov. 25, 1997) - Controversy has dragged on
for years over a proposed expressway through Coventry to replace Route 6, a
dangerous stretch of highway known as “Suicide Six™ because of its high rate of
traffic accidents. The proposed expressway has been rerouted several times because
of environmental concerns and has already affected many homeowners,
b) “Alice's Last Stand The Stuff of Legends™ (Hartford Courant, Feb. 2, 1998) - This
article tells the story of one property owner who refused to leave her home when the
Armmy Corps of Engineers built a flood control dam in Thompson in the early 1960s.

The Corps of Engineers eventually purchased her property but allowed her to continue
to reside there until her death.

¢) Can you think of other local projects that have been built or are proposed that benefit
the general public but might adversely affect some communities or individuals?

fexamples: widening of Rowte 193 and Route 6, construciion of a football stadium in
Storrs)

9. Related research projects. Research another large public works project. How does it
benefit the peneral public? How did its construction affect the local communities and
individuals? What was its impact on the environment?




Some examples:

a) Quabbin Reservoir in Massachusetts, It was built to provide drinking water
for the city of Boston, but its construction required the removal of the towns of Diana,
Greenwich, Prescott, and Enfield. Hundreds of residents were forced to relocate.,
There is now a large nature preserve at the site,

b) Shenandoah and Great Smoky Mountains National Parks. In order to create
these parks, thousands of poor Appalachia residents were evicted from their homes,
The parks now preserve the environment and wildlife while providing recreational
benefits for the general public.

¢} Dike in Grand Forks, Minnesota, In spring of 1997, Grand Forks suffered
devastating floods and a fire that destroyed a large portion of the city. Owver 750
buildings were damaged or destroyed in the flood and resulting fire. The LS, Army
Corps of Engineers is now constructing a massive dike to protect the area from future
floods. It will require the destruction of another 150 homes,
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THE VILLAGE OF MANSFIELD HOLLOW

Since the early eighteenth century, Mansfield Hollow has been a community of farms,
residences and small industries. The falls over the Natchaug River were recognized early on as a
source of water power and by 1728 there was a grist mill on the site. Over the next few decades
the prist mill was joined by a fulling mill, a saw mill and an oil mill. A number of these
enterprises were owned by the Swift family and the area was for some time known as “Swifl's
Hollow™,

In the first half of the nincteenth century, Mansficld camed fame as a center of silk
production. The first silk company in the Hollow was organized in 1833, Other thread
companies followed as the mills changed hands many times. In 1882, the silk mill complex was
purchased by the National Thread Company, a cotton thread manufacturer. The wooden mill
buildings were torn down and the present stone mill was built. For a while the business
flourished, but it failed in 1899,

In 1902, George Kirby, & Providence jeweler, bought the mill and started making optical
parts and related accessorics. After his death in 1965, the mill was conveved to the State of
Connecticut and used by the University as a storape facility for 30 vears. It is now owned and
being restored by the Windham Automated Machine Co., designers and makers of high-tech
machines.

The village today is still composed largely of late 18th and early 19th century dwellings,
some of which are fine examples of the rural Greek Revival style. You may see the names of old
mill owners and partners on some of the venerable houses — Swift, Rixford, Bingham and
Hinckley. Across from the stone mill are boarding houses that once housed the mill workers.
Mansfield Hollow remains an unspoiled example of a 19th century mill village. It was into this

tranquil historic setting that the massive structure of the flood control dam was introduced in
1949 -1952.




WHY THE DAM WAS BUILT

FLOODING IN THE THAMES RIVER BASIN

The Thames River Basin lies mostly in the eastern third of Connecticut. Tt includes the
Thames River, which enters Long Island Sound at New London, and its tributaries in
Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island -- an area encompassing 1474 square miles. In
Connecticut, it covers all of Windham County and the eastern two-thirds of Tolland and New
London Counties. During the nineteenth century, the rivers and streams of the Basin were

heavily developed as a source of indusirial power and there are many textile plants and other
industries in the area.

Although nommally peaceful and quiet, the narrow wvalleys of the Shetucket and
Quinebaug Rivers and their tributaries have had a number of serious floods. These narrow
valleys contain the most populated arcas of the Thames River Basin, where cities and towns grew
up around the early water-powered industries.

Before the construction of the Thames River Basin Flood Control Project, manufacturing
plants and low-lying residential areas slong the Quinchaug River in Massachusetts were
pericdically flooded at Webster, Dudley, and Southbridge and in Connecticut, at Putnam,
Thompson, and Jewett City. Willimantic was subject to flooding from both the Willimantic and
Matchaug Rivers. The mill villages of Baltic, Oceum, and Taftsville along the lower Shetucket
River were occasionally inundated and there had been extensive damage in Norwich when the

Shetucket River had run rampant through the city, flooding the business section around Franklin
Square.

The lower Shetucket valley had experienced serious flooding before, but it was the flood
following the 1938 hurricane that brought the need for flood protection to federal attention. Tt
was the largest flood in the recorded history of the arca. For four days before the storm amived,
there had been heavy rain, leaving the ground saturated and the rivers full. On September 21, the
hurricane slammed into the coast from South Jersey to Boston with winds of 100 to 130 miles
per hour, torrential rain and a tidal wave in its wake. The storm surge following the hurricane
pushed water from the coast back up the Thames River, adding to the water rushing down the
Quincbaug, Shetucket and Yantic Rivers. In Norwich, the water rose at the mte of 7 fect per
howr until it reached an unprecedented height of 8 feet 1 inch in Franklin Square. The dams at
Occum, Taftsville, Danielson, Stafford Springs, and Mansfield all went out and the bridges at
Occum and Baltic were swept away as well as many smaller bridges. The hurricane and
resulting flood brought devastation throughout the region. Flood damages alone totaled nearly
$6,000,000.



THEY SAID IT COULDN'T HAPPEN HERE — BUT IT DID
By Myles E. Standish
The Norwich Bulleti

“Peaceful Eastern Connecticut, for generations smug in its belief that Mature, when on
rampage, would never wreak destruction along the valleys of the Thames, the Shetucket and the
Quincbaug, today looks askance at every breeze and rising tide. Residents of this comner of the
Mutmeg state had, from time immemorial, felt secure from the hurricanes and Noods of which
they had read in other and far distant parts....

Almost over night this confidence was shattered, when on Wednesday, September 21,
1938, just as summer was turmning into autumn, this section of Connecticut was visited by floods
that inundated the lowlands to unprecedented depths; a hurricane that left a tangled waste of tom
trees, power lines and homes; and last, a tidal wave that swept beaches clean of cottages as
though some mighty hand had wielded a gigantic broom, all combining to leave in their wake a
record of destruction and death, never before experienced.

Starting with showers on September 14, which were intermittent until Satarday, the 17th,
the rain came in torrential proportions for four days to completely saturate the ground to a point
where it could hold no more. Rivers to the north of Norwich began as early as Sunday to rise
slowly, and by Monday night had reached alarming proportions. Flood wamings were issued
carly Tuesday, the 20th, and by nightfall nvers were overflowing their banks. During the night
reports came in that dams were beginning to go out and that the water was fast approaching the
flood stage of 1936, The dam at Stafford was the first to let go, tumbling a great force of water
into the Willimantic River that hurtled down on the city of Willimantic, inundating that place to
depths never before recorded. Every small stream was contributing plenty of water to the ever-
nsing flood. The Quinebaug reached flood tide during the night, as did the Shemcket and
Yantic, all of which pour their waters into the Thames River at Norwich.

In Norwich anxious eyes kept careful waich on the rising tide which mounted inch by
inch during the early moming hours of Wednesday. At mid-moming, the water was slowly
creeping up toward the high water mark of 1936 and merchants in the vicinity of Franklin Square
began frantically to remove stock from basements to the first floors where water had never
reached before. At 2:00 the water was almost lapping at the very edges of Franklin Square and
was rapidly rising.

Shortly before 3:00 there was a sudden rise in the water and those along the harbor front
began to realize that a stiff wind was pushing the water back up the river. Not even then did they
realize that it was being hurled inland by the hurricane that at that particular time was some miles
off the coast...

And then, blasting out of the southeast at a speed that at times reached 100 miles an hour
came the hurmicane. [t was not one of the namow twisters of a few yards width that sweep a path
across the plains of the west, but a widespread affair that extended from New York to Nantucket,
and the center seemed to sweep right up the Thames River over Norwich and on up the valleys in
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Eastern Connecticut until it spent itself far up in New Hampshire. And the most notable feature
was that the hurricane lasted almost two hours, then gradually abating until toward midnight the

skics were clear and the stars looked down on destruction that was almost beyond
comprehension.

Norwich first felt the force of the wind shortly before 3:00 when branches from trees
began to fall and put out of commission power lines in various sections of the city. By 3:00 there
was 8 growing feeling of apprehension but even then no one had the slightest inkling that the
wind would reach the proportions that it did. Perhaps the only ones who sensed the severity of
the storm were the engineers at the Gas & Electric plant, who realized that the electricity in the
city should be tumed off to prevent any chance of fire from fallen wires. The power went off
completely at 3:20, leaving mills, homes and business houses without light.

At this time there was no doubt but what the 20th century Norwich was seeing was
something it had never seen before. In every part of the city people trembled in fear as they
watched trees, that they had known since childhood, coming crashing to the ground, carrying
wires, poles and even roofs along with them. In less than 20 minutes after the hurricane hit
Norwich, the city was completely cut off from the outside world, its streets choked with fallen
trees, roofs of houses, frail garages, telephone and light poles.

The business section of the city, around Franklin Square, and the streets along the harbor
were awash with water from the harbor, augmented by that rushing down from the Shetucket and
Yantic Rivers. But the height of the flood was not yet -- that coming with the darkness, between
8 and 9:00. The water rose at a rate estimated at seven feet per hour between 5:30 and 7:00..,..,

When the force of the hurricane had spent itself around 5:00 in the aftemoon and people
dared venture into the streets of the downtown section, they were sent scurrying back to their
places of business by the surprising and alarming rise in the water, Not knowing of the tidal
wave that had hit the coast, they were at a loss to account for it, but they worked frantically to

rescue merchandise from ground floors where they had thought it to be safe, as all other periods
of high water had never touched it.

With water nsing at the rate of seven feet per hour, they could do litile other than save a
few hundred dollars worth of stock. The water came swirling across the docks along the harbor,
up Rose Place into Franklin Square, bearing with it floating timbers from wrecked factories and
other buildings, motor boats and other debris which crashed into windows and buildings and did
additional damage to already badly damaged buildings. Within the short space of three hours
after the passing of the hurricane the downtown business section of the city was literally afloat.
People marooned in buildings were driven to second stories where they huddled in darkness
made more fearsome because of the gurgling of the water beneath them. A few places had
candles or lanterns to relieve the frightening blackness. Others of more venturesome spirit

waded to higher ground with the water almost up to their necks. Those caught in the area that
embraces Franklin Square just had to stay in the building or swim for it.



Al the comer of Franklin and Bath streets, by actual measurement, the water was eight
feet and one inch deep, while along the Shetucket Street docks, through lower Market and
Commerce Streets it was slightly higher, Tts height exceeded the past record, set by the flood of
| 886 by some six feet. This was especially evident on the railroad trestle over the Shetucket
River, where the water was 70 inches over the railroad tracks. During the 1886 Mood the water
just washed the ties on the bndge. In Rose Place, in front of the Palace Theatre, the high water
washed just under the marquee, making a depth at this point, which is lower than Franklin
Square, of about 11 feet.

Everyone on Franklin Square, Main Street to Market Street, Market, Commerce,
Shetucket and Water Streets, Franklin Street to Willow Street, Chestnut Street, Bath Street,
Morth Main Street, where parts of it were under three feet of water, suffered unestimated
damage.._..

From Hurricane Views, September 21, 1938: Published by The Bulletin-Record-Printing
Department, Norwich, CT, 1938,

SiEW ENGLANLD HURRICANE a-d FLODD BEPT _ 30 418
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Franklin Square in Norwich, 1938 flood. At Franklin Square, the heart of the business district,
water reached a record height of 8 feet | inch.



Train Tressel over the Shetucket River in Norwich, 1938 flood. At the height of the flood.
the water was 65 inches above the tracks.

Flood at the Pumping Station, Willimantic Reservoir. The dam at the pumping station wenf
out during the ‘38 hurricane and flood, leaving the city of Willimantic without drnking water
and erippled for fire protection
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THE THAMES RIVER BASIN FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT

Following a series of terrible floods in the 1920s and 30s, Congress determined, in the
Flood Control Act of 1936, that the federal government would participate in the solution of
flooding problems too large or complex to be handled by states or local communities. The 1S,
Army Corps of Engineers was given authority for flood control work throughout the nation.

After a serious flood in the Thames River Basin in March 1936 and the disastrous
flocding following the Hurricane in September 1938, the Army Corps of Engineers began to
study the flooding problems in that area. A “Report on Thames River and Trnbutaries™ proposing
a flood protection plan was submitted by the Corps Chief of Engineers to Henry Stimson,
Secretary of War, in Apnl of 1940, The plan called for the construction of a system of seven
reservoirs -- four located in the upper Quinebaug Basin in Massachusetts and three located in the
upper Shetucket Basin in Connecticut. The three units planned for Connecticul were located at
Mansfield Hollow on the Natchaug River, at South Coventry on the Willimantic River and at
Andover on the Hop River, The effect of the reservoir system would also be supplemented by
channel-improvement works at Norwich.

Congress, in the Flood Control Act of Aug. 18, 1941, approved the plan and authorized
an expenditure of $6,000,000 for the initiation and partial completion of the project. Another
Flood Control Act in December of 1944 authorized its completion. The plan was immediately
hailed by the areas around NMorwich where the most flood damage was suffered, but it met heavy
resistance in communities where the dams were planned. The protest was loudest and strongest
in Mansfield where the largest dam was o be constructed. The reseérvoirs planned for South

Coventry and Andover were ultimately dropped from the project, but Mansfielders fought a
losing battle.

Laurel Hill Bridge, Norwich. At the meight of the ‘3B flood, water reached a height of 96
inches above the bridge deck. The narrow passage here acts like a bottleneck, causing flood
waters to back up into Franklin Square. As part of the Flood Control Project, this section of the
channel was widened and deepened.
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THE THAMES RIVER BASIN FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT
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THE CONFLICT OVER THE DAM

THE BATTLE LINES ARE SET

When the onginal plan for the Mansfield Hollow Dam was presented to the public in
1945, it drew immediate heated response from local residents. The original plan brought the dike
down to Route 195 in Mansfield Center and required the loss of 65 homes and the relocation of
two cemeteries and major portions of Route 6 and Route 89, A citizens action group, led by Dr.
Kenneth Kinney, was formed in Mansficld and spearheaded a letter writing campaign directed at
state and national legislators. Local engineers presented alternative plans calling for a system of
smaller dams on the Fenton, Mt. Hope and Natchaug Rivers. And Rep. E. O, Smith called upon
his political allies in Hartford and Washington.

On the other side of the fence, citizens of Norwich waged their own letter writing
campaign calling for support of the Flood Control Project and emphasizing their need for flood
protection. Rep. Chase Going Woodhouse became their political ally. The battle would rage on

for another four vears.

off attempts to push through
Al fhe Enfa [5me MERY Promi-
ment ressdents withln the scope of

i residemts of Morwich 1o jaim in
e Fight with them.

The projeci, which would [aun-
dale mearly hall af the owm ol
Manalield anid ldave 67 old lme
lamilies virlually homeless, s
plamned an the premise that it
wouild pratect the Rose cliy from
fhood.

Yot the coplention of many 18
ihat the building of & large dam
la provide for & sifustion “bwioe
s bad as amyihing that has kep-
pened In 110 years™ b wasteful of
pubdic funds,

This is the opinion of Lesdie
Hirisos, manwaciurer and one of
ihe leaders in the balile to dewis
the preject In mid-air,

“We have ne ebjection io the
povernment spending £3,600,000 fo
Lensfit Morwich,” he told The
Sanday Herald, “but we thiak
Morwich would benefit more O It
were gpent in that eliy.™
HARTISON QOFTIMISTIC
Harlson, who stends o loss B

ime dam are privaicly sppealing |

' Dam Site Home Owners
Try to Avoid Big Splash

Heartemed somewlat by the backing of several big
pnames in Washinglon and seothing &t the arbitrary sttitude
of certain food conbrol officials, home owners affecled by the
Munsfleld Dam project are seeking an injunetion to haold

the measura immadiately.
textile equipmient fastery &5 well
at his mncestral hoene, s

abaut things in the wroag way i
Lhis sectlon,

*II it iz necessary for us Lo Gae
in lRpirstlea 1 iep e plana In
the making we'll do just that

“We insist cn being heard azd
I personally think we hawe s pood
ghanee of weeping owr homes.”
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In common with many people in
the section Hartssn doss nol con-
sder the plage he lives in the
light of dallars and cenls
With many others he beliavia
in the rock-ribbed iheory of pers
manent homestesding and he fig-
wres the price of his property s
anestimakle
But of one thing he is painted-

1y sure

giere all i mad &5 hometa|
up here," e sayE Ypnd it I8 ®im-
ply & guestion wheiher Washing-
ton Or OuTselves Nin  SUEF  OWM
heoimand.™

Alter a pall of other families
within the Mensfield wrea 1§ be-
comes spparent At Harlson's
views are shared by (B8 mmjority.

Among the greup s & startling

,l:llll:l' ol Fmaisar eagisbe, EVEry

ane of whom heve an idea that
preciudes Lhe necessily of bulld-
lay & E8-feat dem snywhore Im
the sectbom.

The most comdnes theory
amcng Lhose Interviewed Wed That
the gowerni#nt could construct &
sepies of l.rl.-lilrﬁ'!l“‘f catchier

(55,73 L

A series af suah damns would nat
prestly affect the living condi-
tions of the natives snd very lit=
e land waild have to be Eaken
VEF,

AFFEAL FOR AID
Quite a few of the group
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The Original Plan for the Mansfield Hollow Dam, 1944, Mansfield residents reacted with
horror to the original plan for the dam. The dam dike began at Route 195 in the heart of
Mansfield Center. The large building at the comer of Center Road is the Barrows and Burnham
store. The new Mansfield Center Cemetery would have been moved, requiring the disinterment
of 150 graves, and a major portion of Route 89 would have been relocated. Several historic
homes on Route 195, Center Road and Route 89 would have become victims of the dam
construction.
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THE NORWICH VIEWPOINT

My dear Governor Baldwin:

We note that in the conference of New England governors to take place in Hartford on
Tuesday, one of the subjects expected to be discussed is flood control.

This organization quite naturally is emphatically on record favoring the proposed
program of the United States army engineers for controlling of floods in the Thames basin.
Opposition has risen, however, from those in the basin farther north because of the immediate
detrimental effects they would suffer from the project. Other opposition will undoubtedly be
heard as the program proceeds, At this writing, however, we refer particularly to the protests of
those of the Mansfield Hollow section.

While it is only Ingicai that they might offer opposition to the project, we believe the
concern of even greater numbers should be the determining factor in the execution of this flood
control program.

We note that a compromise was suggested whereby height of the Mansfield dam would
be reduced, thus excluding considerable acreage from inundation al times then the reservoir was
filled. It is well to remember in considering such suggestions that capable engineers advocated a
dam of a specific type and capacity, such recommendations being made only afier exhaustive
studies of the minimum requirements to control future floods and protect lives and property in
the remainder of the basin below,

The future safety of our people, their homes and their property, are at stake in this issue.
Muoreover, by reason of the highly industrialized nature of the area and particularly the river
valley, valuable manufacturing and commercial properties likewise stand to suffer severe damage
in the event of floods - as they have in the past and especially so in 1936 and in 1938 Therefore,
we urge your support of the program as recommended by the Army Engineer Corps.

Fex Brown
Executive Vice-President
MNorwich Chamber of Commerce

Printed in the Norwich Record, October 25, 1945
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THE MANSFIELD VIEWPOINT

O Qctober B, 1945, members of the State Water Commission and army engineers held a hearing
at the Mansfield town hall regarding plans for the proposed Mansfield Hollow Dam. The
following statement was presented by the Mansfield Citizens Committee for Flood Control, led
by Kenneth K. Kinney, Chairman.

STATEMENT OF THE PEOPLE OF THE TOWN OF MANSFIELD, CONNECTICUT
ON THE MATTER OF THE MANSFIELD HOLLOW DAM

The people of the Town of Mansfield, Connecticut, are in favor of necessary flood contrel. We
are sufficiently civic-minded to be willing to assist our fellow communities — where our aid is of
no material advantage to ourselves — within reasonable limits.

In the matter of the proposed Mansfield Hollow Dam, we believe that:
A. The amount of flood control projected is unwarranted.
B. The burden placed on the Town of Mansfield, as
compared with all other contributing communities, is
unduly excessive.
. The plans can be changed to rectify these conditions....

The effects of so large of dam and reservoir on the Town of Mansfield are:
Loss of 2,500 acres
Wiping out of 65 dwellings
Elimination of one lactory
Mecessity to disinter bodies in two cemeteries
Relocation of four major highways
Dislocation of existing school system
Increase of 13.6% in town taxes

The project as presented calls for seven dams having a total acre-foot capacity of 171,000, Some
are as small as 11,800 and 13,000, yet that for the Town of Mansfield is 51,200, virtually one-
third of the whole. In addition, the Town of Mansficld will be affected by the South Coventry
dam, which will add still further to cur burden. The total drainage area controlled is 475.5 square
miles. That for the Mansfield Hollow Dam is 159.0 square miles -- one-third of the total.

There is an estimated loss of $300,000 to the total grand list of $2,500,000, thereby reducing the
grand list to $2,200,000, There is no federal grant to offset this. The only possible refurn to the
town is a negligible one-quarter of any revenue received by the Federal Government as rent for
lease of any of the condemned land. Also there are no imgation, power, or water storage [eatures
in connection with this project which might benefit the town. It is solely flood contral.

We in the Town of Mansfield hold that this places an undue burden on our Town. We are willing
to bear our share, but why are we required to assume one-third of the total burden of the States of




1946 to 1947 - A BATTLE WON, BUT NOT THE WAR

Early in 1946, protesters in Mansfield found some reward for their hard fought campaign.
In February, the Corps of Engineers bowed to political pressure and the Mansfield Hollow Dam
project was redesigned. The modified plan placed the dam behind Echo Lake, reduced property
loss and no longer required the relocation of cemeteries. It was a victory, but the dam project
continued to move forward. In July Congress appropriated $1,445 000 to begin its construction
and by March of 1947, the first eviction notices were sent to unfortunate homeowners in its path.

First Eviction Notices
Received in ‘Hollow’

Epecial {o The Hartford Times
Mansfield Hollow — Four {am-

llies already have been notified

that they must sbandon thelr

homes by midsummer becauss of
the new Mansficld dam project.

The order was glven by Army
Engineers who have st up & fignd
office here to in preparilions

Thames River basl T

Constructlion bids wi TE-
pelved st the Army Engineers'
Boaton office until g
The oost,© before
prices rose, was estimated
$1,600,000,

birs. Ralph Anthony must leave
soon after, to be followed by Mr.
gnd Mrs. Frank Walker, now
wintering in Florida, and her sis-
ter and husband, Mr. and Mrs,
David Clark, who have lived In
the family home for more than
50 years B
Pour more familles, on
85, north of the Buchanan
School, have alsa heard that they
must leave Lo make way for Lho
dikes. For Mrs. Frank Hall
s the ancestral bome, and for
iwo peighbors, Mr. and Mrs, Bid=-
ney Hall and Mr, and Mrs, Earl

1K

this i

Old Homes Doomed by New Dam

Taylor, the ‘order means leavin

houses they -built In recent years
Other familles, {1t &5 und

will also receive orders to Vacate




1947 - A TEMPORARY REPRIEVE

At the end of March 1947, the bids for the Manshield Hollow Dam project were opened,
The lowest bid was almost $1 million above the povernmental estimate of $3,300.300 for the
project. The matter was referred back to the House Appropriations Commiitee where, in April,
the project was tabled until construction costs could come down, A temporary sigh of reliel was
breathed in Mansfield and North Windham but protest did not die down. Cries continued for a
restudy of the Thames River Basin Flood Control Project and the elimination of the Mansfield

Hollow Dam from it.

rHigh Costs Hold ffp
New Dam Project

i he Hartford Times money at a time when govern-
Special to The Hartfor By d

.|ment economy s

Mnaiet m;‘[::r‘_mf: hultl.:.: sary” and asking for cancellation
ing costs may delay work on of the sppropriation or & mod-
projected Mansfield Hollow Dam.|ified method of flood cootrol.

This was disclosed today in a Hm&-;ld town &Hlﬂﬁhﬂ ';.I
letter to Rep, Edwin O, Smith|FEPor y BP0 CON mpw ’EM
from Rep. H. Seely-Brown who ::‘Mi[““m 10 Whsing
stated, after & reported talk with Belng Made
the Chilef of Army Engineers, that|4"vers Bihis saaie in e
“ihe entire Mansfield Hollow UIveys, mre

area and flags have been

Dam project will be held up, hop- laced in countryside show-
ing prices will come down suf-|P the ocation of tha prapased
more nearly in ling with author- ' t have been made
ized expenditures. Nothing will % 11:& il TR
be done for two or three months| 3% Ilrﬂllﬂﬁﬁ e R o
and possibly even longer. celved motices to vacate, Let-
Bids Too High ters from the Baston office of the

Governmental estimates for the| Army Engineers have been re=
project were gbout $3,300,000)ceived by Alec Johnson asking him
while the lowest bid received was|to leave befors May 15 and by
54,108,792, Ralph Anthony, Frank Walker,

Mesnwhile, 3 potition by 70 |David Clark, E. Allen and John
residents  of Mansfield, NMNaorth |Upton asking them to vacats
Windham and Chapiln has been|“prior to July 1" Many other
sent o ‘Wushinglen  protesung|property awners, however, have
“the unwarranted expenditure ofiyet received no nollee to vecate.
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|Again Fight |
|River Plans

Jat 1he thought of having o vacaie
i|sug River flood conirel project

|mars than 30 of whem would be

1949 - THE DAM PROJECT IS REVIVED

By May of 1949, construction costs had come down sufficiently for the Mansficld
Hollow Dam project to be revived. Bids once again went out and protests reached a new level of
urgency. A modification of the dam’s design now called for a spillway three feet higher than
originally planned and required the acquisition of additional property. Al a special town meeting
held in Mansfield on May 27, a resolution opposing the dam was adopted and copies were sent to
the legislature and offices of the Army Corps of Engineers. At the direction of Rep. E. O. Smith,
petitions were also circulated among affected property owners in Mansheld, North Windham and
Chaplin. Over 400 residents signed the petition,

iMunsﬁeIder; it

30 Must Sell Homes
As Army Revives Work
On Flood Contrel Dam

Matchaug River dwellers, sspe-
cially those in the h_imtﬂEbd. Hal-
law district, are again up in arms

their homes in favar af the Match-

which is being reconsidered.

It wes two years ago when [t
became apparent that the control
project was o become effective,
and at that time thers was consid-
erable opposition from localites,

farced to sell their homes

High buildlng costs, however,
caused the pbandonment of the|
peoject. and the threatensd famil- |
jles wepe given wo veary grace. |

Army Engineers thlli.:fhrw: :
the plan, and the fam whic
will be affected mi're een whmm:d
to siart locking for new 3,
::'«.u tmm may be initiated

I', -

Cpl. James H. Stration, division
engineer, New England #TIM of
th of Engineérs, has an-
nmmdn E“P:htt with the downward
turn of construction costs, aetivity
will start. Faor tuht ruﬂt.ﬂh;
gald, only properiies im
giruction ares of the dem will be

wired,

ll:l'.i']'l:u purchase of land in the res-
ervolr area will not be started uns
til mext year, ho advised the res-
idenis,

Bz will ba opened in late June.

The Mansfisld Hn!nl:whdm iz

of slx 1o be erect R EoEms |

;nr:humm plan to control floods -
in the Thames River baskn.

New F ight Brews
On Mansfield Dam

pecial fo The Harlford Times
Mansfield Hollow — At least slx property owners, one
in Mansficld Hollow and five in North Windham, were ap-
proached Tuesday by a government agent secking options

1d Hellow [osd gomimal
ressrveir basin, but all pefused to
sign, Tewn Clerk Falph Anthof¥ |the project, or modification Lo
said LRy, greatly
The agent, Peter W, Connors of | homas
Heston, acting for the Army Enpl-|meved, and leave Houis & in
peers, said formal requesis would | Korth Windham in lbs pressnt lo-

an thelr property in the o
Mansiie ‘Two years ago & town meesting
complets Rband

:

be presented ta the propecty oWoe|sptlon.

Friday. “a s w
|m-;| 'I!!l.l.l:tldli'.iﬂ.'- . AN ER thres wesks
oS PR Fask, Bl bomere b outed Lare
n- i mﬂ:_'nm R bany Er that the Do Ladh~

Revival of the mmmmlhﬂdﬂuuﬂﬂﬂﬂnﬂﬂm
n reservolr  here, dropped’ IWO|aver 5 much wider ares than un-
eurs ago for lack of funds, has|dee the origina! plans.

onment of -

reduce the pumber of|'
that would have to  be-

| The project receivied E'n'lr'llr-r'l-:
sional aulhorization in 1947, amd
stale approval In 1946, jusl prior:
Iln tha ariginal .call for b, i

The first siep [n the program,
the dredging of part of the Bha-:
tucket River channel st Norwich, |
was completed this yeer

Everyong along the river was;
pleaged with the Manrsfield Hollow

site pxcept the Mansfeld Hollow
residenta.
Thele plight, even in thesa

‘|homelesa times, Is being overlook- |

ed Im faver of the beiterment nt|
the entice riverfront,” and the!
many hundreds of homes that |
face the continua) threat of flocd |
tETTRAES,
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
MANSFIELD, MAY 27, 1949

The citizens of Mansfield record their renewed and total opposition to the proposed Flood
Control Dam at Mansfield Hollow.

From the beginning we have considered the cost of construction and annual maintenance
of the projected dams in the Thames Basin to be underestimated and the benefits at downstream
points much exaggerated.

No power development has been thought feasible, because it would defeat the purpose of
Flood Control. No recreational or scenic advaniages are involved in an empty reservoir which
would catch excessive rainfall and then let it run out at the earliest possible moment

To Mansfield the dam- would mean nothing but loss. While the present revenue from
property taxes would be recoverable under a State law, no further benefit could be had from
building in the area affected. Mansfield is growing steadily with the increase in the size of the
University of Connecticut and all parts of the Town are needed for further residential
development.

The dam reservation would interfere with communication between sections of the Town
and would hurt school transportation and fire protection.

A neighborly sympathy with those who would be forced to find new homes adds warmth

and even heat to our protest. No payment of present market values can compensate for exile
from settled abodes, from church, school, friends or family.

We believe that improvements made and in progress in the vicinity of Norwich materially
lessen the need for Flood Control Dams upstream upon which the Thames River Basin project
was calculated (by a narow margin) to be justified.

Mansfield is willing to make reasonable sacrifices to help other communities. It pays its
fair share of federal revenue used for public works, [t would not enjoy contnibuting to 113 own
undoing.

We respectfully urge that no further steps be taken to acquire property or seek bids for the
Mansfield Hollow Dam. We ask the Town Clerk to forward copies of this statement to the
Offices of the Army Engineers al Boston and Providence, to Honorable Chase Going
Woodhouse, our Representative in Congress, to Honorable Antoni M. Sadlak, Congressman at
Large, to Senator Brien McMahon, and to Senator Raymond E. Baldwin.
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JUNE 17,1949 - A LAST DITCH EFFORT TO STOF THE DAM

Because of continued opposition to the dam construction, a special hearing with
representatives of the Army Corps of Engincers was amanged for June 17 at the Buchanan
School in Mansfield. The meeting was to allow residents of all the affected districts to present
their case. Largely through the efforts of Congresswoman Chase Going Woodhouse and Senator
Brian McMahon, work on the dam was halted until after the heanng. About 200 citizens
attended the meeting. Opponents called for an alternate plan while representatives from Norwich
emphasized their need for the dam’s immediate construction. At the conclusion of the meeting,
attendees voted unanimously in opposition to the dam in Manslield Hollow. Unfortunately their

protests fell largely on deal ears.

Congresswoman Woodhouse
Sets Consent of Army En-
gineers to Allow Residents
to Present Case.—Work

Opposition Has Been
Heard, — All Residents
Along Natchaug and She-
tucket Rivers Urged to At-
tend Meeting.

wWith ihe Incroasing wape of op-
positlon 1o the proposed Mansfeld

Inundnts cerialn sectiens of Horth

febd i carrbed through, m publie
hearing Is to be held by the Army
| Enginsers ni the Buchanan schoal
pn Route B9 In Mansfleld Cenfer
on Friday, June 1Tih st § o'clock
It was through the Iatervention of
Congresswoman Chase Golng
Woadhoute of the second district
thal condent was glven o held
the project in abeyance untll such
{lmee ms the open hearing for resi-
denis of the aréa, exténdlip 1o
Morwich, was heard. At the pres-
#nt tlme many resbdenis in the
Borth Windham and  Aonsfleld
arcns, adjaceni to ihe proposed
glie, have been served with evietlon

Will be Delayed Until All},

Hollow dam  project that wooild |,
Windham snd the town of Mans-|,

'Olpen Hearing on Dam
Project is Arranged

motleas,

i e

When eontocied ai her home |n
Sprague this morning Mre, Wood-
house was of Lhe oplnion that such
prajects should mot be conbem-
ploted when there are other soure-
e of correcilon st hand, especial-
ly when the slement of economy ks
guch am Im ane, On tLhs
piher hand, she statsd, the pro-
tectlon of 1fe and property, some-
times does make swch expenditures
NECRSAATY.

it remnins 1o be sern what the
seniiment of the area i when the
mesting = held at the Buchonan
schoaol, amd the Army Engineers
will be gulded by this trend. Both
Mri Wendhouse and Unlted States
SpRALET - Br}tﬂ MeMahon have
been ingtrgroental ln holding up
Inaugucason of the work until
dueh-Aims as the people 1m their
diptrigls were glven an opporiunl-
| £y bo present thelr case. i

J7"Hojing & pood representation

fromiy the Morwlch and Willimantie
Arpw will b= ln sitendence, who
might uitimately be affecied by
grach & dam, Mrs, Woodhouse seeks

Aipood representation from each and

awvery lows I8 the sector when thae
open meeting is held

—
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Hot Session Looms
\On Mansfield Dam

Special to The Harlford Times
Mansfickd Cenl-r — Army engl-
neers will show maps and plans

of the propossd Manstield Hollow
Tam project at & special mesling
in Buchanan Schoal Priday at i
g. m. Bep. Chase Ooing N-od-
nouse 5 expected to sttemd the
‘henring,

In & recent letier to the Lown
clerk, Mrs Woodhouse stated: “If
this profect i8 not needed ar if 12
could be reduced In slee, steps
should be taken so that Bo mOoney
will be spent unnecessarily and no
town or individual unnecessarily
disturbed, On the other hand, we
must be cerTinin that we are sale-
puarding apainst the recurrence
of the damage caused by the 1836
and 1038 Moods.™

Bome 400 residemis of the
area have signed o, pelition op-
posing the dam, The preject is
pari of & flond conirel plan ln
the Thames Eiver basin




JUNE 28, 1949 - A LOST CAUSE

On June 28, after consideration of the testimony taken at the June 17 mecting in
Mansficld, Major-General Lewis A. Pick announced the Corps’ decision to proceed with the
construction of the Mansfield Hollow Dam. On July 1, the contract was awarded to D. V. Frione

and Company, Inc. of New Haven.

WILLIMANTIC, CONN., TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 1949

Construction of Mansfield
Hollow Dam Will Proceed

Colonel Stratton Announces
Dacision by Majer-Gener-
al Pick, Chief of Engineers
at Washingten. — Action
Follows Careful Review of
Testimony Taken at Public
Hearing. — Awarding ¢
Contract Expected in ¥
Mear Future.

Bosten, Mass, June Z5—A decl-

slon by Mafor-Gemern]l Lewis Al
Pick, chief of engineers, in %Wash-
ingiom, D, C., to proceed with the
consiractlon of Mansield Hollow
damn and Reservolr project in Con-
mecticut was snnounced today by
Colonel James H, Steatton, divislhon
engineer of the Corpe of Engineers
in Boston. The reservolr located om
the Matchaug River st Monsfleld
Hallow will provids Bocd proteftion
to a number of eammunities downe-
stream, the largest of which la
HMaorwich. The decision to procesd
with the constructlon follows &
careful review by the chief of en-
gineers of the testimomy takem At
the public kearimg hald by the Ar-
my Engineers at Manaflzld Center
on June 1Tth, at which proponents
and opponentia of the projoct wene
glven opporiunity Lo sk questions
and present statements of thele

viewn
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Congreiawoimin Chase Gaoing
Woodhouse of Lhe second Conectl-
cut distriet wha hed Jalned United
States Senator Brlen MeolMahon in
requesting the hearing was pres
sent, together with statp officials
and s=lécimen of the towna direct=
ly miffected by the project. Various
suggestiona were presenied by resly
dents of the area {gr an alternate
plan and #OORE MMesentallons were
made by Interesly Jooaied downs
stream [rom propassd  reser-
waolr sile, 3 the meed for
ILs complrugiion i the earliest pos-!
glble -dale,

Objections to thyyconatraction of
the pooject were alwed by & nam-
ber of witn wielling In the e

{Contin "“‘-hp‘ Five)

CONSTRUCTION
(Continued From First Page)

srrvelr aren. Colonel Siraton stated
all zhe testimony presented both
pro and con ns well as the alier-
nate proposal sugpested were given
earoful serutiny both at the Boston
Engineer office and by the chiet
of engineers in Washingten. It was
delermined thal na lestimony pre-
sented at the hearing indicated the
need for the project & any less
urgent at the present tme than
when the projest was originally
muthorized by Congress by the fSood
contrel ack of 15941, nnd it was de-
pided dhat constcuction should pro-
cggd In  order that prolecibon
pEninst further Hood damage may
be afforded the residents and in-
dustries downstream from  Mams-
fisld Haollow,

Constraction bids were opened on
this project cn Jume Zind, when 14
bids were received. It is expecied
that contract will be awarded |n
the wary nesr future, Colomel Biral-

ton stated,




JULY 1949 - CONSTRUCTION BEGINS

In July, construction of the dam began and land acquisibon proceeded. On July 6, the
Town of Windham voted at a special town meeting to refuse the government's offer for a tract of
land near the airport and the property was condemned. Many others who refused to sell their
properties outright had condemnation proceeding brought against them. Now individuals had to
wage their own battles in the courtroom in an effori to save their properties. In some cases,
litigation dragged on for years, The anger felt by many local residents is well expressed by the
letter written by Leslie Fuller Hartson.

| LETTERS FROM THE PEOPLE

HNorth Windham, Conn,,
July 5, 1943

Editor of The Willimantic Chren-
icle =
J Tonlght the volers of the town
of Windham are Lo vole on an ar-
thicle in the warning relative to
s#lling & tract of land adjacent or
a part of the alrport to the LI
government for the purpose af
eating the Mansfeld Hollow darf.
To date I have seen no Informa=
tion nE to where It s how much
it is, what we are to get for It
and whether it iz to be sold for
what the U. 5. wishes io pay for
it. This dam has been the sabjest
for discussion for several years
and the need for it needs no more
to be sald at this time. T wish svery
voler could read the letter signed
by W. P. Muske of Manchester,
which hita the nail squarely on
the head In last Saturday's Hari-
ford Courant.

According to what some of the
property owners have been offer-
ed for their hames the price has
been fantastic. This may be the

pay ths tocown, /

MNorth Windham s tucked away
up in the corner of the town and
Iz saparated from Mansfield and
Tolland county by s small stream
called the Matchaug River in case
yvou don't know. .

case on what they will want mr

Of late we have been besisged
with a band called Army Engi-
neers who have swarmed over our
property like bees with mo regard
for property rights, digglng trench-
es large enough for ocean golng
ghips, cutling swarthe of brush,
planting fags In  people’s yards
which only need the Hammer and
Glekle to let us know we do not
liwe In & free sountry, and wie are
peked Lo pay some 3 1-4 milllon in
taxes to pay for It

If by law the government can
take thiz land, well and good, but
why we as laxpayers should help
the cause along In beyond me,

I say send the Army Engineers
back to Boston and send out some
commaon sense eénglneers. I urge
avery voler Bere tonlght to wvale
agalnst selling thiz land.

LESLIE FULLER HARTSON




CONSTRUCTION OF THE DAM

After four long years of uncertainty, residents around the Mansfield Hollow dam site now
faced three years of living with the dirt and noise of construction. This was coupled, for many,
with the stress of losing their homes and property. It was not a happy time for many.

Construction of the Mansfield Hollow Dam began in July of 1949 and it was completed
in 1952 at a cost of $6.5 million. Hundreds of acres and tons of soil were disturbed during the
construction process and following its completion, the area surmounding the dam site was
described as “a barren wasteland.™ The lake that exists today was not added until a decade later.

The Natchaug River and Mill Dam in Mansfield Hollow
Prior to the building of the Flood Control Dam
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THE COMPLETED DAM

The Mansfield Hollow Dam is composed of earthfill with stone slope protection. [t has a
length of 14,050 feet and a height of 68 feet. A concrete spillway spans the main channel of the
Natchaug River with a concrete weir 690 feet long and a maximum elevation of 273 feet. 70,500
cubic yards of concrete were used to complete the structure -- all prepared on site. The project
also consists of six earthfill dikes with stone slopes that total 2,656 feet in length and have a
maximum height of 53 feet.

During periods of high water, the five gated conduits at the base of the spillway arc
closed and water collects in the flood storage area. The water is then released slowly to prevem
flooding downstream. The total area of the reservoir is 2,472 acres and at maximum capacity, it
can hold 16.1 billion gallons of water. The project provides substantial flood protection for the
communities of Willimantic, South Windham, Baltic, Occum, Taftsville and Morwich

The almost completed earthen dam and concrete spillway, facing north. To the left is the
village of Mansfield Hollow and the Kirby Mill. The homes behind the dike on the right are
among those that were removed or destroyed.
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PROPERTY LOSS
THE DAM PROJECT BRINGS PERSONAL LOSS

In order to construct the Mansfield Hollow flood control project, the U.S. Government
took over 2,300 acres of land in Mansfield, North Windham and Chaplin. Some 200 families
lost property and over 30 homes were destroyed, dismantled or moved to new locations. Farmers
like the Allens, the Johnsons and the Seplowitz family lost not only their homes but their
livelihood.

Property owners were paid what the government considered fair market value - 31,000
an acre for residential land, $1,200 an acre for commercial land, $100 an acre for agnicultural
land, $60 an acre for pasture land, and $40 an acre for woodland. Yet it was little compensation
for being uprooted and for the disruption of families” lives. People lost more than property —
emotional ties to homes and land were severed and  neighborhoods were broken up.

Many sold their properties outright, but others chose to fight the government action. The
government brought condemnation proceedings against these individuals. Some cases were tied
up in litigation until the mid 1960s, but there were few victonies, Only a few families whose
homes were at the level of the spillway were granted flowage easements. This allowed them o
keep their properties, but gave the Army Corps of Engineers access.

Even today, over forty years later, feelings of loss and resentment run deep for many.
Sometimes sacrifices have to be made for the good of the majority, but when the sacrifice is
personal, it is hard to accept; it is hard to forgive.

The Home of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert G. Chappell (Tract #35). This lovely home, built c.
1889, stood on the hill above Mansfield Hollow, behind the present day dike. It was the largest
house to be demolished. The Chappell family subsequently moved to Chaplin,
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MANSFIELD HOLLOW ROAD

Five homes on Mansfield Hollow Road directly behind the dike were the first homes to be taken
Three of the homes were owned by members of the Anthony family. The road was rerouted and
the abandoned portion of Mansfield Hollow Road is now submerged in the lake

The Home of David and Sarah Clark (Tract #14B). This was the girfhood home of Sarah
(Johnson) Clark. The family moved to Conantville and the house was torn down.

The Home of Clarence and Marjorie Anthony (Tract #15), The house was moved from the
corner of Upton Road and Mansfield Hollow Road to the wp of the hill. It now serves as the

Headguariers of the 1.5, Army Corps of Engineers
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BASSETTS BRIDGE ROAD

The homes on Bassetts Bridge Road behind the dike were taken and later sold to the highest
bidder for dismantling. The entrance to the State Park now stands on their land.

The Home of Wesley and Mae Bradley (Tract #34). The Bradleys moved to a small house
behind the Town Library. Their former home was dismantled.

The Home of the George Clark Family (Tract #34). This was the girlhood home of Mac
(Clark) Bradley.

"Flood control dam and dikes took us out of hame ... and the old home place (George Clark 's)
was pul into a park along with our homeland  We spent 37 happy years here. The government
put it into a park and the river was puf info a lake (some change). Hardly think it was necessary
for flood contral. It's 20 years later as | pen this in 968 and no signs of needing it~

Written by Mae Bradley, January 1968
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CHAFFEEVILLE

In Chafleeville, a large portion of ChalTeeville Road which was below the 260" elevation line
was discontinued. The houses located here were moved and the road was rerouted to a higher
elevation. The old road and bridge abutments are still visible.

The home of Anon Anonson (Tract #150), formerly known as the Doc Chaffee house, was
moved to Franklin,

The Chaffee Barn and Creamery. This bamn, located on the Rebi property, once housed the
prize cattle of I. Dwight Chaffee. It was demolished when the dam was built.
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ROUTE 89, CHAFFEEVILLE ROAD & BAKER ROAD

Sections of Route 89 and Chaffecville Road that were below the 260° elevation line were
discontinued and the homes in these areas were destroyved or dismantled. These sections of road
were rerouted to higher elevation. Baker Road which ran between Chaffeeville Road and
Wormwood Hill Road was also abandoned and the houses there were torm down. There are still
cellar holes visible along these discontinued sections of road

Etna and Franklin Hall in the kitchen of their home. This home was located on the
discontinued section of Route 89, It was the ancestral home of Mrs. Hall, built by her parents
some 80 years before the photograph was taken. She grew up in this house and was married
here, The Hall’s ties to their home were strong as they were for most families who lost their
homes to the dam construction

The Home of Franklin and Etna Hall (Tract #166), os 1t appeared in November 1953 when the
Government oftered it for removal 1o the highest bidder. The final bid was $15.00. The house
was dismantled and the lumber was used (o renovate the Mansfield City General Store for use as
a rental property
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NORTH WINDHAM
ROUTE 6 & NORTH WINDHAM ROAD

A large section of Route 6 in North Windham was rerouted and several homes in this area were
moved. There are cellar holes still visible along the abandoned portion of old Route 6. Some of
the homes along North Windham Road were also moved to new locations. The 118 acre farm
belonging to the Alex Seplowitz family was taken and their home and farm buildings were

demolished. The doorstep to the Seplowitz home is still visible by the recreation area parking lot
in North Windham.
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The home of Francis E. and Ellen Bonin (Tract # 37). To the rear are the Fred L. Thomas
house (Tract # 54) and the home of Myron and Fannie Lyon (Tract # 53). The Bonin and Lyon
houses were moved to the comer of Carefres Lane off new Route 6.

The home of Orin L. & Viola Moseley on old Route 6 (Tract #7). This house, like a number

of others in this arca, was moved south to Gamache Lane off the relocated section of Route 6.
Other houses were relocated (o Tiny Lane and Crystal Lane.
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AFTERMATH
THE DAM’S FIRST TEST

The newly completed Mansfield Hollow Dam received its first real test with the arrival of
Hurricane Diane on August 19, 1955 and the flood in its aftermath. The pates of the new dam
were closed and the dam filled to almost 67% of its capacity. The water was then safely released
over the course of the next several weeks. The Army Corps of Engineers estimated that it
reduced flood damage along the Natchaug and Shetucket Rivers by some $3,190,000 from
Willimantic to Mew London,

In contrast there was considerable damage along the untamed Willimantic River. The
proposed dam in South Coveniry on the Willimantic River as well as the dam planned for its
tributary, the Hop River, had earlier been dropped from the Thames River Basin Flood Control
Project. Without the dams, the Willimantic River was uncontrollable. In Stafford, the dam at
Sweetheart Lake gave way pouring the lake waters into the already swollen river. The torrent
rampaged through the lower section of Stafford Springs and then continued towards Mansfield
and Coventry. A large section’of Route 44A was washed out, leaving a hole eight feet deep and
200 vards wide just cast of Brigham Tavern. The torrent rushed on, collapsing the dam at
Eagleville and inundating large sections of Willimantic. The rampage of the Willimantic River
left only one road out of twelve passable between Stafford Springs and Willimantic and put the
railroad out of the commission.

In contrast, sections of Willimantic normally flooded by the Natchaug River received no
damage thanks to the Mansfield Hollow Dam. Controversy over the dam quieted considerably
after the 1955 flood.

The Mansfield Hollow Dam and Reservoir following the 1955 flood. The photograph was
taken on Aug. 28, nine days after the arrival of Hurricane Diane. Some water had already been

released from the reservoir by this time. At the height of the flood, the dam filled 10 67% of its
full capacity.
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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATE PARK AND
THE BUILDING OF THE RECREATION LAKE

The Mansfield Hollow Dam was designed originally as a flood contro] facility with no

use planned for power or recreation. Aside from a small pool, it was intended to be empty except
during periods of high water.

Soon after the building of the dam became inevitable, local residents began to explore
ways to use the dam site for recreational purposes. A state park was established at the site shortly

after the dam was completed in 1952, The park included a picnic area, baschall field and
facilities.

In 1949, a group of Mansfield citizens led by Seymour Bigelow, developed a plan for
four lakes in the reservoir area, including a large seasonal lake behind the spillway, Their
proposal was ultimately rejected but public interest in the concept never waned, Many felt that a
recreation lake would give the local communities some benefit from the dam and help
compensate for property loss. The public’s wishes were finally met in 1962 when the Army
Corps of Engineers construcied a 500 acre lake on the site,

Today the Mansfield Hollow State Park and dam is enjoyed by thousands each vear. On
warm days the parklands are filled with boaters, fisherman, hikers, and picnickers. Enthusiasts
of radio-control airplanes and boats also frequent the park. Canoeists glide past old bridge
abutments and submerged roads and hikers wander past stone walls and old foundations. Few
are aware of these poignant reminders of homes and neighborhoods long gone.

After years of controversy, a successful balance has been found between regional needs
and local concerns. Local residents have gained an important recreation area while Norwich and
other communities downstream have enjoyed economic growth in areas formerly threatened by
flooding. The Mansfield Hollow Dam, once the site of so much anguish, is now considered an
asset by both the local communities and State.
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“They ve held him hostage
lar 30 years for the stupsd high-
way" sabd Mike Mchson, refer:
ring 1o his 81-year-okd uncle
*Mow we're in the same pogi:
Tion ™

Dnder Albermalive 1334,
btk Dickson familles coald be
s0 chase to the highway they
wolld smell the exhais fames.

Mike Dichson ad his wife,
Terry, live on Siklver Sirest
abauat &30 feed pocth of e
intersection with South Street,
Slate maps show that (he slate
could take Lapd on Silver Street
A5 close as 50 feet north of
their hause, The slighiest shidt
in the planned route couald take
their howse of 24 years, one
secibon of which is an 18th con-
tiery schoolouse,

The Dicksons never figuned
the expressway woulkd bo so
close alter watching the road
pan cross sevoral hundred
yards south i each ol e pre
visas plans,

Whike he walts to see what
the state will do, Mike Dickson,
& elmaker, wonders whether
e should pat Aoy maney into
his Bowse He said he'd 15ke o
taakld & deck and barn.

Although both Mike and
Terry Dickson oppode the
expressway, they're also tired
al the years of distussion, the
wnecertalndy and the emndless
meetings on the same issae:
haw best 1o improve safiedy on
Rours &

*The wors! thing about this
Boing o for 30 years is that &l
the people wha Live amound us
are |n similar eipcumstances,”
Mike Dickson said, "'We just
dom't Enaw what will kappen.”

Double Jeapardy

Peter and Elna DeCardi have
hiad e houses threarened by
the expressway. Now
Allernative 1134 appears 1o
hiave taken their property out
of harm's way But he's nol
counting om bl jus vel

U1 el you, 1 Ksw what e
gone throagh for 35 years and |
ilon't wish iton nodkeiy” Peter
DeaCardi said. “You dan'l scab &
person im the back for 35 years.
My whale life has been this
highwag™

The DeCarles, now Ln theldr
late 50, mowved info a house on
South Sarest in 15964, Scarcely &
year later the [rsl & prossway
surveyar shwed up on iheir
docretep and (ofd them a high-
way would ke gaing through
their house

Twenly years laler, the
DeCarlis were finally forced o
siel] that howse amd neady 18al
their 47 acros b0 the staie for
the [aided 1580 highway

T couple built another
howuse on South Street, aboul a
guarier-mile away A fow years
agn, that house hecame threat:
ened by 4 new expresEsway
plan

Alternative LELA does ol
affect ihekr house, and ihe land
thiey lost in the late 15504 also
tharees nod lie i Bl path, S4iL,
Peter DeCarli dopen't take any-
thing for granbed.

“We're still threatened toa
certain exient,” he saul
“Tleere's no sef rowte for a
highway yet — W they build o
highway"

The question of whether

the expresewny will bo built is
nlsa on the minds of the state
fficinds preparing & permit
application for Allsrnative
1534

The lntest rowste proposal,
like athers belore it, Bas creat-
el controversy The federal
Enviranmental Protection
Agency and the 1.5, Fish and
Wildlife Seryiee have objectad
ta Alternative 1334, saving il
leaks oo much ke a route
rejecied in 19 as environmen:
Lxlly damaging. The EPA,
which has vebo power ower (he
praject, has threatensd bo exer:
cise that power an 1334, The
New rowte ki a “sirong candi-
dute” for a vebo, the EPA said
in a recent lebor to the Army
Corps of Engineers.

Of Grapes And
Dentistry

Many al’ the people wha fee]
nessly threstened by a Rowle &
expressway live along one of
a0 secikons thal have shidted
north of previows suggested
Fibes

Ume cuts theough Siiver
Stresd io the infersectbon af
South Streel and Majus Drive,
throwgh Bishop Lane and
Shinner Hill Road Lt
Andover,

Thie rowie i nearly the same
85 previous designs around
‘Wheessling and Bear Swamp
roads in Ardover, but shifts
north again and heads Inio
Coventry, cailing through
Bunker Hill Road esst of its
intersection with Parker
Eridpe Hoad.



The Blanchanis and the
younger Dlcksons lve along
tha first shift in the route. Tony
Maulucci prows grapes along
the second,

The road plan hisscts
Maualucct's Natmeg Vinevard
off Bunker Hill Road i the
sathern part of Covendry, but
Maulucci doesn’t mind that the
state might be coming through

as Jung as all 38 of his acres
are parchased.

I the state wanis his band,
thioy can't just take a sliver
ihraugh the middle, he said.
Afver all, winemaKking is his
fivelihaod. and what good isa
wineyard split in twa®

Still, Maukuced, whn has
growm grapes on his land for 26
years amd operated A winery
Taor 1S, sfeg the newest rowle as
a gnadsand. .

“Originally, | planned it 1o
e A Family business, and the
Kils would take over. But that
hasn't happened, and it proba-
bly won't happen,” said
Manlueci, 50, "1 thought abswt
ki, &l this waes a blessing. s
a way out, [ don't have 1o warry
about finding & buyer”

Mawluoc's views are
unusual, thoagh. A mare com-
man Tefrain among Coventry
resldenis abong the path of the
expressway comes from Jack
Bymes, whe 15 upset by what
the prapasal could do to his
dental pructice,

+ Bynes house and affice
waild be about 800 feel Fom
the expressway, which would

il behind his property on the
siath slde of South Street by
the Skungamaug River

Bynes has designed his prac-
tice 30 he soathing for dental
phobis and uses the hush
weoinds and soothing sounds of
a waterfall behind his dental
bullting as a way of calming
patients. They look out on the
soeneTy through hisge windoss
that open (o the sounds af
nature, Eymes sees his land,
which has attracted hoheats,
mink and otter, & a splritual
refreat and n legacy 1o his chil
drem and grandehildnen.

In winter, the roadway
walthi be pasier fo see through
the bsire tress. The DOT would
alsn build the road ar a higher
edevatian near Bynes property
becaise a brides would have (o
span the rivor,

“11's braly tranguil, and
have a highway a few hundeed
feat away would ruin H.™ he
said

“If 1 can't open p the win:
disws ever agnin — | got oo
upsnt whien I distuss this ™

While many of the people
alfeseied say they don't wania
mad coming throwgh, they say
il ane is bailt, they'd rathor the
glate take their hauses than
leave a road in their back
yards.

Some say they feel trapped.
Even if they wanted to sell
thelr houses, they fgwre they
coullddn’t got a decent price for
Lanid that cowld be taken for a
hkghway or For land thad would

back up ik &n EXpressway

“What waild Kill me is if
they bullt the highway in my
backvard and then waiching
hall’ my momey go away,'™ sasd
Mike Gnazzo, who lives next to
the Blanchards on Majus Drive,
His howse b5 abhawat 100 feet
away from the land the DOT
pans (o buy for the expressway
*That would make me sick.”

A with the submission af
a [ormal application for ihe
road profect to the Army Corps
of Engineers expectsd by the
end of fall, peaple like the
Blanchards are busy

Bob Blanchard said he has
writlen o stade lepiskatars, the
slaie Depariment al
Ervirommental Protection, the
povermar’s effice and the Corps
telling them he dossn't think
&N expressway i the answar ta
the problems an Rowle 6.

He has joined the fight
wikged by the cihers who came
Eefoee him.

Evelym Dickson, T8 sttll geis
wpes when she talks about thie
cxpressway. For vears, she has
clipped newspaper acoounts
about the proposals and wril-
ten letters opposing the project,

In a letter to the Coventry
“Torwn Council thar was part of
a January L1545 public forum on
the expressaay the Dicksans
wrale “Cowentry has nothing
ta gain, only the koss of the
very thing that makes it
unkque: The country 1ife which
gives us the qualicy af 1k we
degire"



Making way for an expressway
W The strugghe 1o buikd an easten Connectiout highway, Krawn as Alternative 1334 The route
eapresyway Detween Boltion Notch m'ﬂ'l.'-'llllmanli-: desiates from another that was lald cut in the 1580,

has spanned 32 pe H'.I.THE!uleDIEIJ-'hTIe for which the ilate purchaied 30 houses and other
Trarsportation, in an effort to resolve the dispute, #ﬂ‘eﬂt

progarty. Mo, 23 di o and other propenty
has suggested yed anaiher possible rowte for the tould be purchased by the state for Altemative 1334,

i

Proposed
Altwmative 1338 | Skagenag
L= Rk

SOURCE: Connesciout Deparimen of Tt

FaTRCE RAVDRAFT ¢ SRalal TO THE COUAANRT
TOMY MAULUCEL stirring & tank af lermenting crushad grapes at his sinery @ Coventry, doesn't mind that

Alternative 1334 may cuf through his Hutmeg Vineyard property — as long as 1he state purchases all 38
ares
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Alice Ramsdell’s Last Stand Foﬂdore_

Contimied from Page A3

In the early 19808, the povern

+ menl began approaching landown-

ers to sell and relocate. Fifty
homes wers taken, But nod Bams-
dell's.

“When they came {0 her, she re-
fused b0 sell She sald even if
there's & Mol the water will nev.
er come up to the howse,” DeAmi-
cis said, recalling her conversa-
lions with Ramsadell,

After repeating her position in a
lew meetings with the Corps of En-
gineers, Ramsdell finally had
encugh and let the business end of
a loaded shotgun do the talking

The corps relented, agreeing to
permit Ramsdell to stay on the
land for & $75 monthly rent until
she died, with the understanding
the farmyard could still be Nooded,
said project manager Hate Hig-
gins. The corps also agreed (o led
her move the frmhounse to anoth.
er plot of land the family ewned,
but the move was never made.

“Alfea would not beave, and the
understanding | kave is, she is the
only person in New England who
was msked to leave who didn't
leawe,” Higgins said

Miany townsfolk here consider
Alice a heroine, She was hanored
as marshal of the tewn's bicenten-
nial celebration in 195, and peaple
&lill revere her as the “lady who
heat the gevernment "

The Final Days

As Ramsdell aped, the house and
several outbuildings, including the
harn, chicken coop, locomotive
shed and carriage house, fell into
disrepair.

When she was in her Boe, zhe
was Lrying to fix the roof when she
foll off and was badly injured, The
fall impaired her walking and
eventually sent her to &8 nursing
home, where sho died Dec, 27, 15994,

Todday, a rageed blue tarp hangs

ALICE RAMSDELL REFUSED 10 leave her farmhouse when the federal Q-
ernmant wanted to take her land for a flood control project in the 1960,
Tha Army Corps of Enginesrs eventually seized her land but allowed her
to live aut her life there. Here, in 1964, the sits in the parlor of the housea,

over part af the houses mof. The
Nirst-floor windows are boardad up,
and the second-story windows are
masily broken or missing, reveal-
ing romms with stalned and torn
wallpaper in pink and blue Noral
patterns

The fromt poreh whore Alice
Ramsdell confronted povernmenl
agenis is litter-strewn with comn-
cobs and an old raccoon trap, and
the decorative whitewashed irae.
ey around the pareh peels in the
winter damp and cold.

Plastic Easter lilies sprout from
beneath a sickly iree Hulks of
farm machinery, wagons and bug

gies rust nearby,

The farmyard, once home to
bleating sheep and clucking chick-
ens, stands silest, except for the
distanf calls of Canada peese that
rest on the lake thdat was (he
farm's undoing

But locals say, Allce Ramsdell
had the last laugh.

She had no engineering skills,
hait from her surveving wark she
knew enouch o argue her farm
wins not in danger of Nooding from
the dam project

"She was alsclutely right. Even

at the highest water, it never came
up thai far," DeAmicis apid.

-



